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In the words of 
Emeritus Rabbi Dr John Levi AC: 

 
“Our Jewish religious civilisation has been shaped in a number of different ways.  

Progressive Judaism is the response made to the ideas and style of 
the modern Western world. Such cross-fertilisation is by no means unique in 

the Jewish experience. Where we have lived it has always occurred and, 
in each historical era, has revitalised Judaism. 

 
Progressive Judaism starts with the people where they are, and works 

in partnership with them, encouraging a fuller and more dynamic 
expression of their Judaism.” 

 
Levi AC, 2004, Our Place in the World\ 

 

About PJV 
 

Progressive Judaism Victoria (PJV) is the roof body of the Progressive movement in 
Victoria, providing representation and advocacy for our affiliates. We are accessible, 
inclusive and welcoming. Guided by the richness of our historic texts, our Movement 
encourages continued questioning and interpretation, leading to the application of 

Jewish traditions, teachings, culture and values to contemporary life.  
 

Our Affiliates: 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We Are Proud Affiliates Of: 
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• to reach out to other religious and cultural bodies to build relationships and create 
understanding amongst the diverse faith and multicultural landscape of Victoria. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Collage here 
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My God ילא  

In this sacred moment, give us hope for 
Israel and her future. Renew our wonder 
at the miracle of the Jewish State. 

 

In the name of the pioneers who 
made the deserts bloom - give us the 
tools to cultivate a diversity of Jewish 
expression in Israel. 

In the name of our fallen soldiers - 
give us courage to stand up to the 
words and ways of zealots. Those in 
our own midst and those among our 
neighbours. 

In the name of Israeli inventors who have amazed the world with their 
innovations – help us apply the same ingenuity to finding a path to 
peace. 

In the name of all these individuals - grant 
us the strength to conquer doubt and 
despair in Israel. 

Replacing doubt with action. 
Replacing despair with hope. 

And let us say: Amen. 

 

 

https://www.reformjudaism.org/beliefs-practices/prayers-blessings/prayer-israel 

ילא  
ילא  

ילא  

https://www.reformjudaism.org/beliefs-practices/prayers-blessings/prayer-israel
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2023/2024 Overview 
Report by: Maureen Barten, President 
 
I began my presidency last year sharing my vision – stating that “my Vision starts with MOVEMENT.  My 
Vision starts with MOVEMENT.  A movement, at its core, which is a convergence of vibrant verbs that 
are filled with purpose and ignite change. It gathers individuals driven by a collective vision, fuelled by 
communication, collaboration, and cooperation. A symphony of actions, these verbs intertwine, 
harmonising their efforts creating a powerful momentum that drives the movement forward.  These are 
all action words!  
 
Here is the overview of our action and advocacy of the last 12 months. 

First up for the year was the PJV Brand refresh.  Working committees across different areas including 
marketing and branding were in place and with a fresh collective inspiration and brainstorming, work was 
completed at the end of May 2023. 

Fuelled by the commitment to communicate, collaborate, and cooperate, we initiated Presidents and 
Treasurers Meetings, providing the time and space for our leadership teams to share ideas, create 
opportunities and help address challenges.   

As a result of these meetings, we were asked to make a shift and focus on ADVOCACY and STRATEGIC 
INITIATIVES for the Progressive community. This was the beginning of increased communication, 
collaboration and cooperation amongst our affiliates – who have been working beautifully together. 

In June, community organisation presidents were invited to attend the President Herzog President’s 
Initiative Strategy Lab.  This was a consultation day here in Melbourne, one of 15 sessions held globally 
as part of Kol Ha’am – Voice of the People, an initiative by President Isaac Herzog to create a 
collaborative form for Jewish representatives from around the world. 

In August, PJV hosted an online event sponsored by Glen Eira City Council and supported by the Jewish 
Climate Network – with guest speaker Andrew Reddaway – PRACTICAL WAYS TO SAVE ENERGY.  
 
We welcomed Rabbi Danny Schiff and hosted a book signing for him at KDS which was very well 
attended and brilliantly moderated by the Melbourne Netzer Mazkira.  
 
The Men’s Shed transformed an old cabinet into a beautiful ark which was dedicated and gifted to 
NETZER for their new Torah.  
 
In September, the PJV community showed up with their feet – and delivered “bums on seats” for the Kol 
Halev/Voice to Parliament event welcoming 3 FABULOUS speakers: Noel Pearson  
Melissa Castan and Mark Leibler.   
 
Our community came together for a combined Second Day Rosh Hashanah Community Service which 
provided a beautiful opportunity for many of us to see those we don’t normally see – due to them being 
spread out across different shuls.   
 
 
 

And then it was Shemini Atzeret.  A time of celebration and the start to our Torah reading 
for 5784.  Only, we could not celebrate.  It was 7/10.  In this horrible time, 
devastation sadly showed us the importance of standing together as ONE. 

! יח לארשי םע  
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Our community rallied together providing comfort and togetherness most of us cannot remember ever 
needing like this before.  The PJV Solidarity Gathering, hosted at TBI provided the space to 
Hug...Connect...Comfort...Sing...and Be.  Shortly after that evening, PJV hosted a Community Yoga & 
Medication class guided by a Yoga and Trauma informed facilitator of somatic stress and emotional 
release which was very well attended.  Each of our affiliate shuls have hosted a myriad of programs and 
sessions providing community care in abundance for which we are all grateful.    
 
JCCV/ZV held a Briefing with Israel Ambassador Amir Maimon, who came to speak with community 
leaders about the current situation and to share whatever information that he could. We all found a 
degree of comfort in being together – across all streams of Judaism – and simply hearing from one 
another and the Ambassador.   
 
Shloshim.  30 Days passed.  7/11/23.  PJV hosted WE REMEMBER a zoom event with more than 150 
attending. Rabbi Allison put together a beautiful service engaging members of our community from all 
parts of the region which was inclusive and very moving. Photos were sent and we made a poster which 
was widely shared.   
 
Since the beginning of November, we have had regular meetings with Matthew McKenzie, Community 
Liaison Officer of the Victoria Immigration Group, Department of Home Affairs, and Social Cohesion in the 
Jewish Community.  We’ve met with Matt several times expressing our concerns for the tolerance of hate 
speech and antisemitism and how to better support our community.  
 
The UPJ Gathering in the Gold Coast was a warm and much needed opportunity for all of us to be 
together and discuss the daily changes in our social and political landscape.  Tremendous resources were 
provided, friendships strengthened and a success all around. 
 
In December, we met with David Southwick MP to discuss a PJV event in Parliament and work began to 
bring our Pre-Pesach Lunch to life for the purpose of sharing culture and making the MPs aware of 
Progressive Judaism, and very importantly, addressing the issues currently facing our community since 
7/10. View Rabbi Allison’s presentation by clicking here. Over 60 people attended, and the feedback was 
outstanding.  
 
Planning is well underway for an Under 25 Community event with the purpose of building a unified 
Jewish community on campus and providing a place for Jewish students to feel supported during these 
unbelievable times. 
 
Over the last few months, we have had the privilege to meet with the Premier Jacinta Allan, the Chief 
Commissioner of Police, and Dr Michelle Ananda-Rajah MP, Federal Member for Higgins.  Our focus has 
been: raising the profile of Progressive Judaism Victoria; addressing our deep concerns that perception is 
different to reality; that Islamophobia cannot be equivocated to antisemitism; a call for action by our 
Government and Police to speak out about the violence and hatred towards the Jewish people 
perpetrated by protesters who are violating our Australian values and our Victorian laws.   
 
Advocacy is at the heart of what is needed now.  This is not only for Progressive Jews, but for all Jews.  
PJV is committed to the belief that we can only be stronger by working together.  
 
The year came full circle with our AGM in May 2024 with Vivienne Nguyen, Chairperson Victorian 
Multicultural Commission introducing our AGM and Dr Michelle Ananda-Rajah MP, Federal Member for 
Higgins, our featured guest speaker, addressing the community, including MPs and Councillors. 
 
May the year in front of us bring peace and hope for greater understanding, 

and kindness for all. 

https://youtu.be/rZqic7BFx2s
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RABBI ALLISON CONYER 
STANDING STRONG AT 

MELBOURNE UNIVERSITY 
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Bet Olam Report 
Bet Olam Jewish Funerals 
Dr Philip Bliss OAM, Chair 
 
Bet Olam Jewish Funerals continues to serve both the Progressive Movement in Victoria 
and the wider Jewish community. Bet Olam has been operating for over 30 years and the 
profits made are ploughed back to support our community and Netzer, our dynamic 
youth group via Progressive Judaism Victoria our sole shareholder.  
 
Last year Bet Olam profit was $118,000 from 97 funerals, 66 of which were non -
members. 
 
The new board has been operating for just over a year and began by employing Jordi 
Rosenfeld as our senior funeral director. He joins Brandon James and Rosemary Michael 
as our face to the public and the team is working well and with much mutual support. 
 

1 

1 
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The Bet Olam board has introduced a refresh for the website, and this continues the work 
to make it more user friendly. A new fee page, privacy policy and comments page has 
been set up already and more work is planned. The Board is looking at boosting our 
social media presence guided by Kathy Kaplan OAM.  Jordi with help from Jonathan 
Barnett has been working on updating the Health and Safety policy which is now 
finalised. 
 
Andrew Gelbard has been working with our treasurer Alan Samuel OAM JP to look at fees, 
costings and procedures while Maureen Barten continues to give us her expertise in 
marketing design with refreshed adverts and web support that should be apparent over 
the next month.  
 
We were invited by MCK to attend an evening with the Coroners Court leadership held at 
the Jewish Museum in February. This was a fascinating evening where the Chief Coroner 
expressed their efforts to take the needs of the Jewish Community into consideration.  
 
One of the outstanding services that is provided is Tahara (the Jewish ritual of washing 
and caring for the deceased) which is run by over 35 volunteers. An evening workshop at 
TBI in late January, on how they work and the spiritual reward they gain was uplifting. 
They are always looking for more volunteers! 
 
Over the next year space at Springvale Cemetery will be gradually full and we are 
delighted with the consultation provided by the Southern Metropolitan Cemeteries Trust 
in the design for the new cemetery at Bunurong Memorial Park. 
 
Having taken on this role of board chair just over a year ago I’m fascinated at the wide 
range of challenges with which a funeral home is faced. Supporting families at their most 
vulnerable time is an honour and the Bet Olam board will continue to provide the best 
service possible. We are very grateful to our clergy who provide a deeply moving and 
spiritual service, particularly Rabbis Allison Conyer, Aviva Kipen, Fred Morgan AM and 
Cantor Michel Laloum. 
 
 
Dr Philip Bliss OAM 
Chair, Bet Olam Jewish Funerals 
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Leo Baeck Centre Report 
Michael Taft, President 

 
Last year our community had the benefit of working with both Rabbis Aviva Kipen and 
Fred Morgan. Together they have provided us with guidance and provided services for our 
members while the rabbinic search continues.  
 
The Rabbinic Search Committee is in the final stagShlichot sent frequent updates on the 
situation. These group chats were also a space for Chanichim to ask questions and clarify 
things that they had seen.  
 
 
where our federal discussed methods of better implementing these stories into  
 
In we learnt more about the communities surrounding the Gaza border which form her 
Congregation.  
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